Some Characteristics of Trees Recommended for
Consideration for Planting on Boulevards, Tree Strips and
Iree Malis in The La Crosse Area

The introduction of the Emeraild Ash Borer insect into the La Crosse Area coincidently occurred
about the same time as a large scale reawakening of neighborhood identity, and interest in the
uroan pianning concepts of “livability” and “sustainability”. The City of La Crosse helped
faciiitate the formation of Neighborhood Associations, and formed a Neighborhood
Revitalization Commission to coordinate the concerns and plans of the individual
neighborhoods into a city action plan. As was expected, and encouraged, each neighborhood
found its own areas of interest and concern. In the Weigent—Hogan Neighborhood, dominated

by weli-kept single family owner-occupied residences with tree shaded streets, it was perhaps
niatural that a number of citizens became concerned about the foss of trees because of the ash

borer, and their eventual replacements with a variety of “other” trees...some of which they had

never heard of...and would they be suitable for street-side use...or our climate...or would they
oe too tall...too short...do they have flowers...nuts...big leaves.. little leaves???

As both a resident of the neighborhood, and a professional arborist | found myself besieged by
questions from my neighbors...”What should we plant...will the City plant the right trees...and
ali the other questions expressed above. In response |, and Pat Dayton, another neighborhood
resident who is also a forester, Randy Mell a forester from University Extension, and Joyce
Cieliki, at the time the La Crosse County Bio-Diversity manager, developed a list of trees that we
Telt were suitable for street-side planting in the La Crosse area. This guide was adopted by the
Weilgent-Hogan Neighborhood Association in 2016 and will be recommended to other
neighborhood associations in 2017.

| felt there were some additional trees, that were conservatively left off the “official” list by the
wise counsel of my professional colleagues, that perhaps should also be considered for

pianting. Admittedly some stray a bit far from ideal for street-side use, but due to their
“rareness” in the La Crosse market | felt these might have some value to be introduced as vard
trees, or “street influenced” trees. This expanded list of trees, beyond the original chart
compiled by me and my professional colleagues, was developed from an internet compiled
search of various city “recommended” street trees. These cities included Dubuque, Eau Clare,
L.a Crosse City, La Crosse county(unofficial}, Madison, Middleton, Onalaska, and then a dip into
the tree lists of two larger cities in a slightly warmer climate, Chicago and New York City.

Our climate is changing...generally warming, with a longer growing season...and generally more
severe rain storms or “down-pours”. Consensus as to WHY this is happening provokes strong
emotions in some people, but facing reality that it IS happening is the necessary thing. This




means that the La Crosse area is, as of 2016, still in United States Department of Agriculture
Planting Zone 4b, but by 2035, less than 20 years from now, could be in Zone 5. Within the life-
span of a tree planted today, we could have a climate similar to St. Louis, Missouri. in other

words, don’t sell the show shovel, but recognize a hew palate of trees will be available to us,
while some of our old tree friends will struggle with the heat.

| have used many tree reference sources to compile these notes, as well as my, and other

professionals’, personal observations. In some cases the references | used may have been
contradictory on certain characteristics, in which case | went with a consensus or personal

judgement. The illustrations were “borrowed” from several sources. This document is not
intended for commercial sale.

Source of illustrations:

The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Trees Knopf

The Sibley Guide to Trees Knopf

Forest Trees of Wisconsin How to Know Them Wis. Dept. of Nat. Resources

USFS Plant Technical Data Sheets

Characteristics of Trees Suggested for Planting in Tree Strips in

Western Wisconsin

A word of caution: Various municipalities have adopted lists of trees they recommend for
pianting in the tree strip between the sidewalk and the street. This area is called different

names in different cities, but BOULEVARD seems to be the most common name used in western

Wisconsin. Some of the lists are advisory, while other cities may have actual ordinances that
restrict certain types of trees. The lists, or even formal ordinances, often seem to have no basis

in horticultural fact; with some cities recommending a particular tree, while another city may
specifically prohibit it. Any “recommended tree” list should be viewed only as a starting point

for the homeowner. Each case should be discussed with an arborist before randomly choosing
a tree based on a “one size fits all” assumption.

Genus /Common Name

Acer Mapile Maple is a very common tree that has been over planted and over used in urban landscaping. Aithough several
species of maple are native to western Wisconsin its concentration in urban landscaping makes it all the more prone to disease
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Amelanchier Serviceberry This group of trees are members of the rose family ang theretfore related to apples, and many
other trees with human edible fruit. The fruit of some species is used tor jellies and jams. The trees at maturity rarely exceed

20 feet tall, and some species are commonly multi-stemmed and shrub-like. They have rather delicate looking flowers in the
spring, and a fairly open and thin crown. They can provide a landscaping welcome relief from their over-used cousins,
crabapples, although they are prone to many of the same diseases such as rust and fireplight.

Serviceberry’s mature height is around 20 feet. Single-stemmed plants can be used as street trees, especially under utility
wires. ' |

tusuatly a smals
cracked or leaning
tree with relatively
straight stender
twigs

Betula Birch Two major species used in landscaping are the familiar white, or canoe, vucn, ana its hardier cousin, river birch.
While they have their role in landscaping, neither species is recommended as a street tree. They are relatively short-lived,
compared to many other trees, and while they perform the ecological role of a “ptoneer species” in their native environment
(reseeding intc sunny lands following fire or clear-cutting}, when planted as single trees or smali groups as landscape trees they
orefer cooler moister locations than an exposed street-side tree strip. While most birch in native conditions grow as a single
stem tree, it is common for landscaping use to “clump” them, either by growing mduitiple stems from a single root stock in the
nursery, or by actually planting two or three separate trees in a ciump at the time of final site planting. This usually results in
only one stem eventually surviving, and it is often the one with the most pronounced lean! Birch can reach heights of 60 to 70

foet,

River Birch Faper Bi{th '
“Red Birch” “Black Birch” Canoe Birch” *Whirte Bireh”

Betnla nigra 1. B etitla f*’ffﬂ)’?'f’fffﬁ( Marsh.

Carpinus Hornbeam or Muscletree or Bluebeech One species of this tree is native to southern Wisconsin woodlands and is
typically found in cool positions along stream banks. it is not well suited for the hotter, drier isolated position of a street tree

although some lists mention it as a possibility. It is a smalt tree rarely exceeding 20 feet high. Its trunk and limbs are a bluish-
sray smooth bark, often with ridges and sinews that resemble an anatomical rendering of a muscular arm or leg. The smootn

bark resembles a beech tree, a totally separate genus of trees.
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small tree, branching
low and spreeding
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